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tenanced   by  the  Cardinal,    The   universal  peace
had    brought    to   London    hosts   of   foreigners,
especially Frenchmen, and the alien question was
acute.    Wolsey,  whose sudden rise and insolence
had deeply angered the  nobles,  had,  as  principal
promoter  of   the  unpopular   peace  with   France,
to bear a full share of the detestation in which his
friends the aliens were held.     Late in April there
were rumours that a general attack upon foreigners
by the younger citizens would  be   made,   and   at
Wolsey's instance the civic authorities ordered that
all   the   Londoners  should   keep  indoors.      Some
lads in Chepe disregarded the command,  and the
Alderman of the Ward attempted to arrest one of
them.     Then   rose   the  cry  of  "' Prentices   and
Clubs !    Death to the Cardinal ! " and forth there
poured from lane and alley riotous youngsters by
the hundred, to wreak vengeance   on the insolent
foreigners who took the bread out of worthy Eng-
lishmen's mouths*    Sack and pillage reigned for a
few  hours,   but the guard quelled the boys with
blood, the King rode hastily from Richmond, the
Lieutenant  of the  Tower  dropped  a  few  casual
cannon-balls into the city, and before sunset all was
quiet.    The gibbets rose at the street corners and
a bloody vengeance fell upon the rioters.    Dozens
were hanged, drawn, and quartered with atrocious
cruelty;   and under the ruthless Duke of Norfolk
four hundred more were condemned to death for
treason  to  the King, who,  it was bitterly said in
London, loved outlanders better than his own folk.
It is unlikely that Henry really meant to plunge all
his capital in mourning by hanging the flower of
its youth, but he loved, for vanity's sake, that his